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Time

Trends in University Library Space

Pre-1970s

Lack of space

Growing collections vs open access
Microfiche as solution
Accommodating catalogue cards

1970s

Lack of space

Solutions to problems, e.g. microfiche, cooperation, deselection

Some reservations about microfiche

Separate library space for undergraduates

Changes in learning and teaching methods encourage increased use of
library space

1980s

New technology as overriding concern, e.g. microcomputers,
CD-ROMs
Staff space also needs to adapt

1990s

Technology calls into question need for physical library
Library as social space

Changing pedagogy, e.g. group work

Impact of increased student numbers

2000s

Library supports changing pedagogy, e.g. group discussion space, more
social space

Learning Commons

Student population creating uncertainty

Shared space

Technology as huge driver of change

Symbolic importance of libraries comes to fore

Rival learning spaces
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finnmnsna: Childs, Sarah, Graham Matthews and
Graham Walton. “Space in the University Library —
An Introduction,” University Libraries and Space in
the Digital World. Surrey: Ashgate, 2013, p. 3.
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